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rapid growth of the revolutionary movement, which
manifested itself in a series of attempts to assassinate
the Emperor and some of the high dignitaries. The
Slavophiles, who were always tinged with reactionary
ideas, began to profit by this turn of affairs, but that
which contributed more than anything else to bring
their doctrines into new favour was the impression
produced in Russia by the events that came to pass
in the Balkan peninsula at that period, and which drew
the attention and sympathy of all classes of Russian
society to the unhappy lot of the Slav populations who
were subjected to the oppression of the Turkish Empire.
Up to that time Slavophilism had only been professed
by the members of certain limited circles in Moscow,
but the insurrection in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the
Serbo-Turkish war and the Bulgarian atrocities aroused
a great enthusiasm for the " brother Slavs" all over
Russia and pushed the Slavophiles to the fore.
The Slavophile theory had been expounded some
twenty years before and, so to speak, crystallized into a
doctrine by a writer of great talent, M. Danilevsky, whose
book, " Russia and Europe/' little noticed by the Russian
public at the time of its appearance, was now in every-
body's hands. This book proclaimed in inflammatory
terms the profound antagonism between Russia and the
occidental world, and the inferiority of European culture
to that of Russia, based upon the principles dear to the
hearts of the Slavophiles. In the field of foreign political
relations, Danilevsky claimed that Russia should unite
all the Slavs, if not under her sceptre, at least under
her hegemony ; that Constantinople should become the
capital of the Russian Empire and at the same time
the capital of the future Slavonic federation. These
results, he maintained, could only be attained by an armed
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